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Heritage of Vedapuri, Rishi Agastya, Sri Aurobindo and the Vedic Tradition of Puducherry
explored at the International Conference hosted by Sri Aurobindo Society

Puducherry, Dec. 24-

In celebration of the eighth
Siddha Day, AurcBharali, Sri
Aurobindo Society, Union
Territory of Puducherry,
convened an International
Conference on Rishi Agastya,
Sri Aurobindo, and the Vedic
Tradiion of Puducherry on 1Sth
December 2024,

Sri Pradeep MNarang,
Chaimman of the 5Sri Aurobindo
Society, Puducherry, remarked
on the connection between Sri
Aurobindo and
MaharshiAgastya, noting that
Sri Aurobindo had provided
interpretations of several Suktas
attributed to him. He pointedout
accurate franslations are crucial
for understanding the essence
of the Vedas and the
interpretations of SriAurchindo’
the Vedichyrmns emphasizethe
importance of Vedic culture,
rituals, and traditional practices.

During the event, Dr.Kishor
Kumar Tripathy, Member
Secretary of AuroBharati, Sri
Aurobindo Society, articulated
that the primary aim of the
conference is to explore
significant elements of the
ancient Vedapuri and the
Ashram associated with Rishi
Agastya and Sri Aurobindo in
this city renowned for its
knowledge aswellasthelegacy
of Siddha system for public
health.

A concise report on the
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ongoing project titled “Vedapuri,
Rishi Agastya, Sri Aurobindo,
and the Vedic Tradition of
Puducherry” was presented by
the Member Secretaryand Mrs.
CharuTripathy, Associate
Director of ofAuroBharati, SAS.
The significance of the ancient
name of Vedapuri, as a hub for
Vedic scholarship, and the
existence of the Ashram of Rishi
Agastya and Sri Aurobindo at
this sacred place were
discussed. Vedapuri, in
antiquity, the hermitage of the
esteemed sage Agastya Rishi,
where Sri Aurobindo and the
Mother established their seat
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‘where the main building of the
Ashram now stands’ presented
with evidences from literary,
archaeological, mythological,
and other resources of socio-
cultural importance,

Sage Agastya’'s profound
contributions to Sauth India,
including his authorship of
Rigvedic hymns and his impact
on Tamil literature in grammar,
alongside transformative
philosophy of SriAurcbindowas
highlighted by Dr.AjitSabnis,
Member Executive of the Sri
Aurobindo Society and State
Chairman of the Sri Aurobindo
Society Karnataka. He
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amphasized on the shared
Vedicfoundation established by
RishiAgastya and SriAurobindo
connecting these important
occurrences.

Speaking on the occasion,
Smt. K. Swarnambika, IPS,
Deputy Secretary, Auroville
Foundation, Tamil Nadu, India
said RishiAgastya as the father
of Siddha medicine. highlighting
his significance in Pondicherry,
a land revered for its divine
heritage. She noted that
Agastya was the leader of the
Tamil Sangam five thousand
years ago. She alsosaid that Sri
Aurobindo, regarded as a living

Siddha, also referenced
Agastya and his divine abilities
in Pondicherry.

Prof. K. Tharanikkarasu,
Vice-Chancellor (i/c),
Pondicherry emphasized that
spirituality is essential to the
Siddhas and highlighted the
legacy of the Vedic tradition in
Puducherry, historically known
as ‘Vedapuri.' He asserted that
the integral consciousness of
both the Siddha and Vedic
systems is fundamentally
aligned. He called for a
contemporary interpretation of
the Vedicand Siddha knowledge
systems in the educational
systems.

ShriAlok Pandey, a Sadhak
from Sri Aurobindo Ashram,
delivered a special address on
Sri Aurobindo, Rishi Agastya,
and the Vedic Tradition. He
discussedthe yogicpractices of
RishiAgastyaand SriAurobindo,
emphasizing the mythological
dimensions of the powers of
Vedic deities that guide the yogic
joumey.

The ancient Veda-Puri was
the residence of Agastya Rishi,
who addressed a fundamental
issuein his questforimmortality.
He noted the remarkable
parallels between Agastya's
yoga and that of Sri Aurobindo,
who received divine guidance
(Adesh) from the Supreme to
relocate to Puducherry, where
he could practice his

Supramental leachings was
said by ShriHP Rama, Founder
Fresident of AURO University,
Gujarat.

Organizing Chairman and
Director General of the Central
Council for Research in Siddha
under the Ministry of Ayush,
Governmentofindia, Prof.Dr. N,
J. Muthukumar,stated that this
approach represents a vital
forum for delving into the
profound spirtual, cultural, and
medicinal heritage of India
based onthe RishiAgastya and
Sri Aurobindo. The Siddha
system of medicine, deeply
rooted in the Tamil tradition,
boasts arich history of promoting
health and wellnessthrough the
interrelationship between Vedic
wisdom, Siddha medicine, and
the pursuit of healthier living for
humanity.

Shri Nagesh Bhandari,
President of Indus University in
Gujarat, emphasized that the
foundational concepts, theories,
principles, and practices of
Ancient India as introduced by
RishiAgastya and SriAurobindo
and the connections between
the philosophy of ShriAurobindo
Rishi Agastya and theircontri
butions to the fields of Spirituality
and Science and Health.

The eighth Siddha Day
theme, “Siddha for Public
Health,"is beingcommemorated
by the Ministry of Ayush,
Government of India, and was

also a focus areas of the
conference. The valedictory
session was honored by the
presence of ShriV Kaliaperumal,
Director ofthe Department of Art
and Culture, Government of
Puducherry, and Shn Peeyush
Arya, Patron of Vedic Vidya
Kendra, Puducherry.

The conference highlighted
theimportance of revitalizing the
legacy of the Vedic tradition of
Puducherry with emphasis on
educational development,
institutional collaboration,
research and community
engagement initiatives,

Distinguished spiritual
leaders, scholars, and
researchers from various
institutions from India and
abroad, including Prof Vedvya
sDvivedi, Dr SundarMurugan,
Prof. Krishna Mohan Kotra,
Prof. Charlotte Schmid and
many others contributed their
insights on Rishi Agastya, Sri
Aurocbindo, and the Vedic
Tradition of Puducherry.

Their discussions
encompassed interpretations,
scholarly viewpoints, and
documentation related to the
Vedic and Siddha practices,
emphasizing their significance,
as well as the literary,
archaeological, and archival
resources pertaining to the
Vedic Tradition of Puducherry
and the theme of Siddha for
Public Health.
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